INDIRECT TO DIRECT SPEECH

Reported Statements
We use a 'reporting verb' like 'say' or 'tell'. If this verb is in the present tense, it's easy. We just put 'she says' and then the sentence:
· Direct speech: I like ice cream.
· Reported speech: She says (that) she likes ice cream.
We don't need to change the tense, though probably we do need to change the 'person' from 'I' to 'she', for example. We also may need to change words like 'my' and 'your'.
But, if the reporting verb is in the past tense, then usually we change the tenses in the reported speech:
· Direct speech: I like ice cream.
· Reported speech: She said (that) she liked ice cream.



Change in Tenses
The past perfect and past perfect continuous tenses do not change.

Rules	Direct Speech	Indirect Speech
Simple Present Changes
To
Simple Past	
"I always drink coffee", she said	. She said that she always drank coffee.
Present Continuous Changes
To
Past Continuous	
"I am reading a book", he explained.	He explained that he was reading a book
Present Perfect Changes
To
Past Perfect	
She said, "He has finished his work"	She said that he had finished his work.
Present Perfect Continuous Changes
To
Past Perfect Continuous	
"I have been to Spain", he told me.	He told me that he had been to Spain.
Simple Past Changes
To
Past Perfect	
"Bill arrived on Saturday", he said.	He said that Bill had arrived on Saturday
Past Perfect Changes
To
Past Perfect (No Change In Tense)	
"I had just turned out the light," he explained.	He explained that he had just turned out the light.
Past Continuous Changes
To
Past Perfect Continuous	
"We were living in Paris", they told me.	They told me that they had been living in Paris.
Future Changes
To
Present Conditional	
"I will be in Geneva on Monday", he said	He said that he would be in Geneva on Monday.
Future Continuous Changes
To
Conditional Continuous	
She said, "I'll be using the car next Friday."	She said that she would be using the car next Friday.

Reported Questions


In fact, it's not so different from reported statements. The tense changes are the same, and we keep the question word. The very important thing though is that, once we tell the question to someone else, it isn't a question any more. So we need to change the grammar to a normal positive sentence.:
· Direct speech: Where do you live?
· Reported speech: She asked me where I lived.


Another example:
· Direct speech: Where is Julie?
· Reported speech: She asked me where Julie was.
Here are some more examples:
	Direct Question
	Reported Question

	Where is the Post Office, please?
	She asked me where the Post Office was.

	What are you doing?
	She asked me what I was doing.

	Who was that fantastic man?
	She asked me who that fantastic man had been.



So much for 'wh' questions. But, what if you need to report a 'yes / no' question? We don't have any question words to help us. Instead, we use 'if':
· Direct speech: Do you like chocolate?
· Reported speech: She asked me if I liked chocolate.
Here are a few more examples:

	Direct Question
	Reported Question

	Do you love me?
	He asked me if I loved him.

	Have you ever been to Mexico?
	She asked me if I had ever been to Mexico.

	Are you living here?
	She asked me if I was living here.


Reported Requests
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Direct speech: Close the window, please
· Or: Could you close the window please?
· Or: Would you mind closing the window please?
All of these requests mean the same thing, so we don't need to report every word when we tell another person about it. We simply use 'ask me + to + infinitive':
· Reported speech: She asked me to close the window.
Here are a few more examples:
	Direct Request
	Reported Request

	Please help me.
	She asked me to help her.

	Please don't smoke.
	She asked me not to smoke.

	Could you bring my book tonight?
	She asked me to bring her book that night.

	Could you pass the milk, please?
	She asked me to pass the milk.

	Would you mind coming early tomorrow?
	She asked me to come early the next day.


To report a negative request, use 'not':
· Direct speech: Please don't be late.
· Reported speech: She asked us not to be late.

